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Committee for more than two years. I 
find it fulfilling and particularly enjoy 
the other members of the committee. 
They are an engaged group who truly 
wish to serve St. Joseph's Church. I 
help in the parish office on Monday 
mornings and am a lector at Mass. We 
are happy to be a part of 
this faith community. 
 

LISA OUDERKIRK: I 
became a member of the 
Stewardship Committee 
in 2008 and I am a life-
long member of St. 
Joseph’s parish community. To me 
stewardship means giving back to God 
in gratitude for all the gifts he has 
bestowed upon me. I am currently the 
office manager at the St. Joseph’s 
parish office. One of my favorite 
stewardship activities is to work with 
my husband, Dennis, providing the 
dishwashing at the soup suppers 
during Lent. I am the Regent for the 
St. Joseph/St. Francis Catholic 
Daughters and also the State 
Education Chair. I am also a member 
of the Adult Faith Formation 
Committee, a hospital visitor, an 
Eventide Escort, and am active in 
ministries at Mass. I have enjoyed my 
time on the stewardship committee 

very much. My term will 
end in June.      
 

MYRON BOWAR:  My 
wife, Joan, and I were 
married at St. Joseph’s in 
1980. Msgr. Krebs 
officiated at our wedding. 

We have four children that attended 
St. Joseph’s School and graduated 
from Shanley High School in Fargo. I 
am proud to say they all go to church 
every Sunday and bring their children.  
I believe it was because Joan and I 
instilled a solid faith in our children at 
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DANA 
HAAGENSON, 
Committee Chair: 
My husband, 
Loren, and I, along 
with our three 
daughters have 

been members of St. Joseph’s 
for over 25 years. Our entire 
family has been so blessed by 
the faith, friendships and 
community we have built during 
that time. Our St. Joe’s family 
has truly become an integral 
part of our lives. Serving on the 
Stewardship Committee has 
helped me understand the 
variety of services our parish 
offers that many of us are not 
even aware of. It has also shown 
me the incredible opportunities 
we all have to use the gifts God 
has entrusted to each of us and 
to be a part of this amazing faith 
community. Our family has been 
involved in children and youth 
faith formation as VBS helpers, 
catechists and participants in the 
annual Tenebrae service. I am 
also a lector and Eucharistic 
minister. In addition to these 
“typical” ministries, the 
Stewardship Committee has 
allowed our family to get 
involved with some very fun 
community building events, such 
as the Chopped culinary 
competition and the summer 
festival. Every time we get 
involved, we get so much more 
out of it than we put in because 
of the way we feel the Holy 
Spirit working 
through all of 
those we 
encounter along 
the way.  
 

ROB THOM: I 
have been 
happily married 
to my wife, Karen, for 37 years. 
Together, God has blessed us 
with three grown children and 
six grandchildren (number seven 
is on the way!). I enjoy spending 

time being part of several ministries 
at St. Joseph’s.  I am an escort, 
Eucharistic minister and altar server 
at Eventide Senior Living Facility. I 
cook meals at Churches United and 
the Dorothy Day House, and I am 
active in ministries for the Mass. I 
have been privileged to be part of 
the stewardship committee for 
almost three years. I believe that 
everything we have is a gift from 
God and we must each be stewards 
of the individual gifts we have 
received. During my time on the 
committee, I have seen many 
people step up and perform many 
selfless acts of charity within our 
parish. This tells me that people 
care and they are also stewards of 
the gifts that God has given them.  I 
have seen great improvements in 
many areas such as finances, 
ministry volunteers, and the sharing 
of a multitude of talents. St. 
Joseph’s is a dynamic and growing 
parish that can fit the needs of all 
of our families and I am proud to be 
a part of it.  May God continue to 

bless each and every 
one of you! 
 

JOE NOEL: My wife 
Yvonne and I moved 
to Moorhead in 2014 
and immediately 
joined St. Joseph's 

parish. For thirty plus years 
we were members of Holy Family 
church in Halstad, MN. In fact, we 
were charter members. Holy Family 
church began as a parish in 1983. 
Yvonne and I were both born into 
very Catholic families. We believe 
strongly in stewardship of time, 
talent and treasure and being in a 
brand new small parish in Halstad 
left us with many opportunities for 
all three. We believe that, 
as Catholic Christians, we have a 
need to give to the Church. We 
have been blessed with four 
children and ten grandchildren. 
They live in Moorhead, West Fargo 
and Detroit Lakes and we see them 
often. That is truly a blessing. I have 
been a member of the Stewardship 
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home. Joan and I have always 
tried to be good examples of 
faith-filled people, which we 
both inherited from our parents. 
We are involved in many 
ministries at St. Joseph’s and feel 
it is our duty as parishioners of 
St. Joseph’s to be engaged.  By 
being involved in the ministries 
of our parish, we are surrounded 
by faith-filled people that we 
now call our friends. I’m about to 
complete my first term on the 
Stewardship Committee and 
have agreed to sign on for 
another three year term. Being 
on this committee gives me an 
opportunity to see first hand how 
we minister to our parishioners 
and community. I am proud to be 
a member of St. Joseph’s Catholic 
Church. 
 
JESSICA 
OCHSNER: My 
husband, Trent, 
and our children, 
Lexi and Quincy, 
joined St. Joseph’s 
parish in 2007 when Lexi started 
kindergarten at St Joseph’s 
School. Although we were 
faithful parishioners, in that we 
attended Mass and tithed, we 
were not actively involved in our 
parish community until recently. 
My excuse for being 
disconnected over the years was 
that our family was just too busy. 
It always appeared to me that St. 
Joseph’s had plenty of help 
anyway. Two years ago I was 
asked to join the Stewardship 
Committee and, with my kids 
entering the teenage years, I 
decided to say yes. That decision 
has shown me how many 
opportunities there are to help 
and how often our large parish 
depends on the same people 
over and over again to 
accomplish all of our parish 
needs and services. Since joining  
the Stewardship Committee, my 
family participates as ministers of 
Holy Communion, alter servers 
and hospitality at Mass. We have 
also helped with multiple events 
such as the community summer 
festival and helping facilitate a 
parish mission small group. The 
process of becoming fully 
involved at St Joseph’s has 
taught me that stewardship is 

more than fulfilling a Christian 
obligation. It is really about giving 
myself fully to all Christ is calling me 
to be. And as the saying goes, I have 
received way more than I have given. 
In our isolating, digital society, it is 
rewarding to be part of a real 
community and to have an 
opportunity to build relationships 
with people who share our faith. 
When considering your time, talent 
and treasure, think about what part 
of yourself you are holding back. 
Chances are that is the place where 
God is calling you to be more 
generous. 
 
NANCY RICHARDS: My 
husband Mike and I 
were married at St. 
Joseph’s  Church 29 
years ago this April. We 
have five beautiful 
children who all 
attended St. Joseph’s School. We are 
very excited to become grandparents 
as our first  grandbaby is due in April. 
God has truly blessed our family in 
more ways than we can count. I have 
been a member of the stewardship 
committee for the past three 
years  and have really enjoyed my 
fellow members and the 
opportunities we have had in serving 
our parish community. Over the years 
our family has been active in many 
ministries such as: Eucharistic 
minister, alter servers, finance 
council, choirs, DDA, Lenten meals, 
college meals, and cooking for the 
Dorothy Day  House. Stewardship 
does not only consist of tithing, but 
also giving back of our time and 
talent. God has blessed each of us 
with many gifts and talents and  I 
believe it is our responsibility as 
stewards to give back in thanksgiving. 
We are very grateful to be part of the 
St. Joseph’s parish community and 
look forward to many more 
opportunities to serve. 

 
DEBBIE HENTGES: I 
moved to 
Moorhead and joined 
St. Joseph's parish in 
the spring of 2015. I 
have three children 
and nine grand -

children. My son Jesse, his wife 
Jessica, and their two children live 
here in Moorhead. They are the 
biggest reasons why I chose to live 
here. I find the community very 

welcoming and it’s a great place to 
live. Previously I lived in Atwater, MN 
for 45 years where I taught for 40 
years. At my previous parish, St. 
Patrick's, I was a CCD teacher 
and  served on the Board of 
Education. Here at St Joseph's, I first 
became involved doing some 
volunteer work in the parish office. In 
the office, I could see our faith 
working daily. This is my first year 
serving on the Stewardship 
Committee. I am finding it a very 
enthusiastic and dedicated group of 
people. I am looking forward to 
working with them as they continue 
to serve the members of our parish. I 
find St Joseph's to be a vibrant 
faith—filled parish and am pleased 
that I am part of it. 
 
JOYCE HAJOSTEK, 
secretary: My 
husband, John and I 
have been 
parishioners at St. 
Joseph’s since our 
wedding in 1990.  
Since becoming members of the 
parish, we have participated in many 
different ministries due to our 
varying stages of life; whether it was 
as a married couple, a married 
couple with young children, a 
married couple with teen children, 
and now empty nesters. We have 
been and are catechists, leaders of 
Children’s Liturgy of the Word,  
Children’s Faith Formation Council 
member, hospitality ministers, 
Eucharistic ministers,  lector, 
Stewardship Committee member,  
Finance Council member, Trustee, 
and a Foccus facilitator couple 
(Working with engaged couples to 
prepare for marriage). John and I 
have found that in giving of our time, 
our talents, and our treasure, that 
God has blessed us with more than 
we could ever hope for.  Living a 
stewardship way of life has 
permeated all senses of our being.  
When we dress for Mass, we always 
dress with the knowledge that we 
could be called to serve, in one 
capacity or another.  Our motto is:  
As long as we are going to Mass, we 
might as well serve our family while 
we are there. Saint Mother Teresa 
wrote: “Let us ask God, when it 
comes time to ask him for something, 
to help us to be generous.”  God asks 
us to be generous with our time, our 
talent, and our treasure.” And so…we 
continue to share. 



Stewardship through the Eyes of a Youth Minister 
By: Madison Brenamen 

What extra-curricular activities are 
you involved in at school and what 
do you enjoy doing in your spare 
time? I am a full time student at 
NDSU, pursuing a degree in nursing.  
I am also involved in a few 
organizations on campus. I am the 
president of Alpha Gamma Delta 
sorority and am serving as the 
president of the College of Health 
Professions Ambassadors. I am a 
part of Order of Omega Honor 
Society and Bison Ambassadors as 
well. I love all of these organizations 
and I have grown as a leader 
through my involvement on campus. 
I am also working as a nurse 
assistant in the critical care unit at 
Essentia Health in Fargo. This job has 
allowed me to learn about my future 
career as a nurse. 
 

What or who has inspired you in 
your life and in your faith? One 
person who has inspired me in my 
life is my mom, Dawn. She has 
always been a role model for me, 
especially in her faith.  
 

What experiences in your life have 
impacted you/your faith and what 
have you done with that? During 
high school, I had the opportunity to 
go on two mission trips through St. 
Joseph’s. These two experiences 
were turning points in my faith as 
they showed me the importance of 
serving the less fortunate. These 

experiences also helped me grow 
in my faith through the 
programming that occurred in the 
evenings. My fiancé, Ben, went on 
both of these trips as well and I 
believe they helped us find a focus 
on God in our relationship. Some 
of our favorite memories were 
made through those experiences.  
 

This is your second year as a 
youth minister. What do you 
hope to teach the youth? As 
someone who was involved in St. 
Joseph’s youth ministry through 
middle and high school, I have 
seen the important role that 
youth ministers play in the lives of 
the students. I desire to leave a 
positive impact on the lives of the 
students and serve the Lord 
through my work. I am motivated 
by seeing the students grow in 
their faith and develop as children 
of God. 
 

What does stewardship mean to 
you? To me, stewardship means 
leading others to be the best 
versions of themselves in every 
aspect of life.  
 

You are currently a college 
student at NDSU. What is next for 
you?  I am planning to graduate 
in May of 2020 and I am not 100% 
sure what I will do after that. I 
plan to relocate after graduation 
to be with Ben, wherever the 

Endowments 

Army places 
him. I hope to 
work as a nurse 
for a few years 
and then 
eventually go 
back to school to 
become a nurse 
practitioner.  
 

What is stewardship to the youth as 
a youth minister like? Being a youth 
minister for St. Joseph’s has been a 
blessing. I have met so many 
incredible students and grown as a 
child of God myself. Serving the 
church in this way has been very 
rewarding but also difficult at times. 
Leading a group of fifty 6th and 7th 
graders isn’t always the easiest! But I 
have grown in my passion for Christ, 
my patience, and love for serving the 
youth. The youth ministry program at 
St. Joseph’s is unlike any other. 
Melissa does an amazing job 
reaching out to all of the youth and 
helping them get involved in the 
church. My favorite part of youth 
ministry is spending time at youth 
group on Wednesday nights with the 
students. They are all very fun to be 
around and it empowers me to grow 
deeper in my faith when I see how 
invested they are in their own faith. 
Overall, I couldn’t be more thankful 
to have this opportunity to serve the 
Lord and the youth of our parish. 

St. Joseph’s parish community has an endowment fund through the Diocese of Crookston Catholic Community 
Foundation. Within our endowment, there are fourteen separate investment categories that support the named 
entities. Only the interest earned on these investments is used, which means the funds are never depleted. 
Interest is paid out twice a year to St. Joseph’s, in June and December. Endowments offer perpetual support to our 
parish and school. Gifts to honor someone special, living or deceased, make a great statement about that person’s 
values while impacting generations to come.   



Stewardship Student of the Quarter 
Lance Morlock 

l attend Moorhead High School and I enjoy being very involved. 
I am a part of many clubs where I hold leadership positions. I 
am the president of the key club and garden club, the vice 
president of choir, speech team captain, and student costume 
leader for the fall musical. In my free time, I enjoy volunteering 
and spending as much time outside as possible. 
 
Two individuals who have inspired me the most in my life and 
in my faith are my mother, Jean, and my brother, Chase. They 
are both very active in their faith life and help me grow in my 
own. Through praying at every meal, going to confession and 
just simply going to Mass every Sunday; they constantly show 
me amazing ways to continue my journey with God. They are 
always there to remind me that even when life gets tough, God 
is always right by my side to pick me up when I have fallen 
down. A year and a half ago my family lost my father, Paul, to 
stage four colon cancer. While this took a toll on my family, my 
faith stayed strong and I found comfort and support through 
my relationship with Jesus. 
 
Stewardship, to me, is a way of giving back to my church and God 
for all that they have done for me. I have found so many ways to be 
involved in my community through my church. I have volunteered a 
number of times over the years at the Dorothy Day Food Pantry 
and it always puts a smile on my face to see the positive impact this 
organization has in our community. They make a difference every 
day in people’s lives. Recently I joined the Life Band that plays at 
6:30 p.m. Mass. It has been so rewarding to get to sing with such 
incredible members of our parish community, as well as being able 
to praise God through music. I also love volunteering at our church 
benefits. 
 
Next year, I plan on attending the University of Minnesota in 
Minneapolis to study either Elementary Art Education or Interior 
Design. I am beyond excited for this new chapter of my life, even 
though I will be leaving behind such large and important parts of 
my life. As I venture down to the Cities and search for a new church 
to be a part of, I will always keep St. Joseph’s in my heart and will 
look forward to coming back over the holidays. 

ST. JOSEPH’S CATHOLIC CHURCH 

218 10th St. S. 
Moorhead, MN 56560 

 

218.236.5066 ph 
218.233.0717 fax 
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As each one has received a 
special gift, employ it in 
serving one another as good 
stewards of the manifold 
grace of God. Whoever speaks 
is to do so as one who is 
speaking the utterances of 
God; whoever serves is to do 
so as one who is serving by 
the strength which God 
supplies; so that in all things 
God may be glorified through 
Jesus Christ, to whom belongs 
the glory and dominion 
forever and ever. Amen. 

1 Peter 4:10-11 




